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Gitchi-Manidoo Giiziz

(Great Spirit Moon)
January 2011

Booshoo!

     I trust everyone had a restful holiday vacation and students are ready to move ahead on the last half of the school year.  

     Many students made great improvements in their grades and attendance.  Also discipline referrals have decreased dramatically.  These are all good things.  Letters and awards certificates will be going out in the mail the first of February with news about our second quarter incentive trip for those students who had a GPA of 2.0 and better.  Also, an awards ceremony is planned for after school on Feb. 17 in the Commons.
      Elementary students will be having a root beer float party after school February 17 in the Commons.  Parents will need to attend since no transportation will be available.  Just as a reminder, this is the coldest time of the year so please make sure your child is dressed appropriately when they leave the house in the morning.  If your child needs any winter gear, please let me know and I will help find a resource for you.
      A new paraprofessional has been hired to work with students in grades 5-8.   The paras will be writing a small article each month to let you know what is happening in their corner of the world at WHA.

      I would like to extend an invitation to all the parents/grandparents/guardians and relatives of our students to come to our LIEC meetings.  They are held on the first Wednesday of the month.  The February meeting will be held at WHA school on February 2 from 4 pm – 6 pm.  We will be starting our planning for the spring pow-wow during that time and need all the help we can get.  Please join us.  

     Again, please feel free to stop up and visit us at WHA school.  My office is in the High School, Room H222.  Or give me a call if you have a concern or question.  My phone number is 218-547-4248.  I hope to hear from you.

Katie O’Kelley

Indian Education Program Director
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WHA has a Drum……..

    Materials for making the WHA drum has finally arrived.  Dave Northbird will be working with our boys to put the drum together.  Both Dave and Royal White, the new para, have been helping the boys make their drumsticks during Ojibwe Club on Wednesday after school from 3:30-6:00 pm.  

     There are several boys from the elementary school who have expressed an interest in learning about the drum and singing.  Students who stay after school for Ojibwe Club usually ride the late bus.  Generally, the late bus is only for grades 5-12, however, if the parent sends a permission slip for the student to ride on the late bus we can make those arrangements.  If there is an older brother or sister staying for Ojibwe Club, that would be even better.  Give the Indian Ed office a call if you need to make these arrangements.

     We will be feasting the drum sometime in February.  A notice will be sent home when a date and time is set for this event.   
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Spring Pow-wow
Attention: all Parents/Grandparents/Aunts/

Uncles and relatives!
The Ojibwe Club needs your help.  We will be having a Bake Sale at the school on February 7th, in the Commons, from 1:00 pm-6:00 pm.  Please bring your favorite baked goods to sell to the Indian Education Room, H222, at WHA High School by noon on Monday, February 7th.  Students who are doing well in their respective classes will take turns throughout the afternoon selling the baked goods to school staff and the public in the Commons area.  All proceeds will go towards expenses for the Spring Pow-wow to be held April 23 at WHA School.
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Elementary School News –


Students in the Elementary School will be having a Root Beer Float party on February 17.  This is an after-school event and parents are required to attend so that the elementary children will have a ride home.  
             There is a big focus on reading in the elementary classrooms.  Many of our students are receiving additional help with reading skills, there is still a large gap in the level of reading compared to where the students should be at this time.  Tips on how parents can help their child to learn to read and love to read will be included in the next several issues of Indian Ed. news.  If you have any questions about what you can do to help please call the school or the Indian Ed. Office.  We also have a number of books your child can bring home to read to  you which will help your child improve his/her reading  skills.  

       The following article is a first in a series of articles that may be of help for parents whose child is struggling with reading.
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Of course, schools teach reading skills in class.  But children spend far more time at home than they do at school.  Home is where some of the very best learning takes place!
Can You Name The Two “Most Wanted” Enemies of Reading?

Research has found two major things that work against a child becoming an excellent reader:

Enemy # 1 – TV.  Mindless hours spent watching television rob children of time they could spend reading.  Taming the TV monster is a great way to start improving children’s reading skills.  And it’s not as hard as you might think.

Enemy #2 – Parents Who Don’t Read Themselves.  We influence our children most by what we do, not by what we say.  If our children are to become good readers, experts say children need to see us reading, too.

Try There Ideas To Get That TB Back Under Your Control!

Studies show that children who spend more than 10 hours a week watching TB don’t read as well as kids whose families set TV limits.  Try these ideas to control TV time.  And remember, the best antidote for TV “withdrawal” is having lots of interesting books and magazines handy.  

      *Issue TB Tickets -  Some families give each child “TV Tickets”, each good for 30 minutes of TV time.  Parent can still veto certain programs.  When the tickets are gone the TV is turned off for the week.  In some families, kids can redeem unused ticket for money (to buy books, of course).

      *Put the TV where it’s hard to get-
Convenience is a big reason children watch so much TV.  Teachers say a child’s room is a bad place for a TV set.

      *Keep a TV log. -  Give your child a notebook in which to write down every program he/she watches.  Often, when children see how much they watch, even they are amazed.  Cutting out junk TC is easier with a TV log.

      *  Make a weekly TV plan –

Sit down with your child to make a written plan of what TV shows to watch in the coming week.  Selecting a reasonable amount of TB to watch on purpose makes sense to most children.

(From “Skills for School Success” – The Parent Institute)

Middle-School News –

       Everyone is waiting for the final grades to come out this quarter to see if they are eligible for the incentive trip.  It has not been decided yet where we will go for this quarter’s incentive trip, but parents will be notified and permission slips will be sent home to those students who qualify.  Remember, students need to have a 2.0 GPA to be eligible for the trip.  
      Students in Middle School grades 5-8 have a new para to help them with their classroom work.  Royal White was hired just before Christmas break and has been working with students to get their grades up and discipline referrals down.  If you feel your student could use more help, give Royal a call at 547-4248.  
        For the most part, teachers prefer that students stay in the classroom so students get all the information they need to fully understand the main ideas of the lesson and the assignments.        However, from time-to-time students need to go to a quieter place to work.  We have identified a room that could be used for this purpose; however, it has not been finalized yet.  As soon as we get the OK from the Administration, we will have one more room for Indian Ed. activities that is closer to the Middle School and Elementary School.  
High School News—Our seniors are working hard to finish up on the last of the credits required for graduation.  This  year’s graduation class has the largest number of Native American students graduating from WHA in a long time.  Way to go, Seniors and Parents!

       Senior packets from Jostens have gone out to all seniors.  If your senior hasn’t brought one home yet, please call the Indian Ed. office and one will be sent home.  
       The JOM program will pay up to $250 to reimburse parents for graduation costs.  These can include the cost of a ring, cap and gown packet, announcements and pictures.  Please keep all your receipts and turn them in to the Indian Ed. office with a reimbursement form.  You can pick up a form at the Indian Ed. office.  If you aren’t sure if your child is JOM eligible, call the Indian Ed. office at the school.  In order to qualify you must provide documentation that your child is ¼ Indian.  
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Ojibwe Club News –

     Did you know you and your child can learn Ojibwemowin three times a week through Ojibwe Club?  Now Ojibwe Club meets twice a week at WHA school after school!  On Monday and Wednesday, 3:30 – 5:30 pm, Ojibwe is taught by Royal White, a graduate of BSU/Northwest Tech. College, who studied with Anton Treuer.  Ojibwe is also taught by Kathy Frazer, a certified Ojibwe Instructor, at the Onigum Community Center from 5:00-6:00 pm.  Come join us during any of these days to learn with your child.  

     Ojibwe Club will be working at getting ready for the Spring Pow-wow to be held April 16 at WHA school.  Watch for fund-raisers, raffle tickets, and other fun happenings to raise money for this event.  Again, any adults who wish to assist in this event, please call the Indian Education Office at 547-4248.  
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Ojibwe Phrases to Practice at Home
Aaniin ezhi-ayaayan Noon Gom ? -How are you today?
Gigikaj ina? – Are you cold?

Gaawiin ingikji. – I’m not cold.

Minnesota Indoonjobaa. – I’m from Minnesota. 

Vowel Pronunciation –

Aa = ahh                A = uh

Ii = ee                     E =  a

Oo = ooh                I =  ih

O = oh
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The Four Directions organize all things.

They bring us the life cycles and keep them renewed.

The four Directions bring predictability and order. 

All cycles follow their form.

The color of the North direction is white.

It is a time for enlightenment, a time to be purified and refined, 

It is time to wear the white crown of Elder enlightenment.

From this spiritually dominant position flows the eternal waters of life, the wellspring of the life cycle. 

The North contains shifting spiritual ice sheets that move from great pressure.  

A new spiritual construct results. 

A Grand Canyon of Self emerges.

Darkness accents the light.

From the North all will be renewed. 

This is the North Direction.
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Upcoming events in Namebini Giizis

(Suckerfish Moon)

Feb. 2 – LIEC Meeting WHA School 4:00 PM

Feb 17 – Ice Cream Social and Awards Banquet WHA Commons

Time: TBA

Feb 17 – Evening Conferences (5-12)

Feb 21 – No School 

Parents Can Help Children With Reading at Home!








